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1) The (Fort)
Monroe Doctrine
[1861, Library of Congress]

Student Questions (What do you think?):
(on back of Inquiry Card):
1) Describe the two front caricatures in this cartoon and explain the differences.
2) How are they portrayed differently?
3) What can you determine from the way that they are dressed?
4) What other symbols did the artist use?

For Teachers
(The information below is also applicable to Inquiry Card #2 – teachers have an option
of either using Inquiry Card #1 or #2 for this activity)
It is recommended that teachers introduce the concept of contraband by having
students look up various definitions of the word.
Have a class discussion on its meaning and how it applies to the Civil War.
Background Information & Suggested Lesson Plans
On May 27, 1861, Benjamin Butler, commander of the Union army in Virginia and North
Carolina, announced that his troops would not enforce the Fugitive Slave Act. He decreed that
slaves who fled to Union lines were legitimate "contraband of war," and were not subject to
return to their Confederate owners. The declaration precipitated scores of escapes to Union
lines around Fortress Monroe, Butler's headquarters in Virginia. By the end of the war in 1865,
there were more than 10,000 refugees at Fort Monroe or the “Freedom Fort,” as it became
known.
In this crudely drawn caricature, a slave stands before the Union fort taunting his plantation
master. The planter (right) waves his whip and cries, "Come back you black rascal." The slave
replies, "Can't come back nohow massa Dis chile's contraban." Hordes of other slaves are seen
leaving the fields and heading toward the fort.
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Further Reading
In July 1861, Union soldier Edward Whitaker remarked, “Runaway slaves come into
camp every day.” Congress validated Butler's decree on August 6, 1861, by passing the
First Confiscation Act, which prohibited Union military officers from returning to their
masters runaway or captured slaves who had been used in the Confederate war effort.
The Second Confiscation Act, passed on July 17, 1862, emancipated all slaves coming
under Union military jurisdiction who were owned by Confederate masters. This
cartoon, entitled “The (Fort) Monroe Doctrine” highlights the movement of enslaved
African Americans from lives in bondage to the hope of freedom as Union
“contraband.” Second from the right is a figure of a white slaveholder brandishing a
whip and yelling, “Come back here you black rascal.” An enslaved man running
toward a fort, along with a number of other African Americans seen in the background,
yells back to the slaveholder: “Can't come back now nohow massa Dis chile's
contraban.” The poignancy of this cartoon comes from juxtaposing Butler's decision
with the Monroe Doctrine of 1823, when President James Monroe forbade European
countries from colonization in the western hemisphere, promising retaliation if the
doctrine was broken. This foreign policy decision established the United States as the
protector of the hemisphere. Similarly, Butler's decree and Congress' Confiscation Acts
clearly established the Union forces as a protector of the runaway slaves. The unknown
artist of this cartoon used easily recognizable stereotypes as symbols, thereby allowing
for the point to be made with pictures and a few words of text.

Source:
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/doc/f
ortmonroe
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Extension Activity
Compare and contrast the Fort Monroe Doctrine cartoon with the image linked below.
http://www.abrahamlincolncartoons.info/SubPages/CartoonLarge.php?UniqueID=22
The image depicts Abraham Lincoln reprimanding General David Hunter’s order of
May, 1861, that freed slaves in the Department of the South, comprising South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida. This cartoon in Frank Leslie’s Budget of Fun depicts the president
slapping Hunter, who is mesmerized by the black crow of slavery, and declaring “when
I want any birds let loose, I’ll let them loose myself.”
Extension Questions / Further Discussion
Why did African Americans flee to Fort Monroe?
What did they hope to achieve?
Why didn't Lincoln refute General Butler's decree as he did with General Frémont and
General Hunter?
How did the Civil War affect the lives of slaves?
How did the Emancipation Proclamation affect the lives of slaves?
How were slaves viewed at the time? How were they portrayed?
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