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June 28 — George Washington Visits Fairfield
(Originally posted on social media on June 28, 2025)

On June 28, 1775, George Washington passed through in Fairfield
on his way to Massachusetts. Just two weeks earlier, the patriots
suffered a loss at the Battle of Bunker Hill. Washington was
traveling from Philadelphia to Cambridge to assume his new role as
Commander of the Continental Army, which was gathered outside
of British-occupied Boston.

During his time in the area, Washington stopped at Disbrow’s
Tavern located near the Saugatuck River (which was the western
border of Fairfield at the time) and Bulkley’s Tavern (pictured
above) next to Fairfield’s town green near the intersection of Old
Post and Beach Roads. Jonathan Bulkley opened the tavern in the
mid-1700s, and after his passing in 1789, his wife Hannah ran the
tavern until the early 1800s. Bulkley’s Tavern was located right next
to Penfield’s Tavern (known today as Sun Tavern, which is open
seasonally). At this time, Fairfield was the county seat and home of
the county courthouse, serving as the civic center of the region and
bringing enough visitors to warrant multiple taverns in the town
center. Today, a house from c. 1836 stands on the site of Bulkley’s
Tavern.
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