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2026 marked an exciting and transformative year for our nation and for 
the Fairfield Museum. The Museum was at the forefront of Fairfield’s 
commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, 
working closely with the Town and our extraordinary community partners to 
celebrate the wonderful diversity of people that have helped our community 
thrive for 387 years.

Fairfield Museum welcomes people from across our regional community for a 
wide range of activities that inspire us to share our stories and build a deeper, 
more empathetic understanding of each other. We use the past as a starting point 
for exploring current issues and questions in an effort to build a more inclusive 
and equitable community for the future. By bridging our diverse experiences 
and perspectives, we can work together to cultivate a deeper sense of community 
identity and civic engagement. 

In today’s turbulent and sometimes divisive environment, the Fairfield Museum’s 
work is more important than ever. This year’s 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence offered us more than a moment for celebration. It 
was also a challenge to consider the distance between our founding ideals and 
our lived reality, and to recommit ourselves to closing that gap. History gives 
us perspective and inspiration in the ongoing struggle to create “a more perfect 
union,” one that is open, honest, inclusive, equitable, and strong.

The Fairfield Museum has been deeply honored to work with the many donors, 
business sponsors, foundations, granting agencies, and community partners 
recognized in this report who share our commitment to that work. Thank you 
for making the Fairfield Museum a thriving cultural and educational center for 
our community. I hope you will join us for the work ahead.

With warm regards,

 

Michael A. Jehle 
Executive Director 

On the Cover

In collaboration with Southport-
based photographer Loryne Atoui, 
the Fairfield Museum featured 23 
Fairfielders as part of its outdoor 
Portraits of Fairfield exhibition, 
which showcased today’s multi-faceted 
community and celebrated the people 
from different backgrounds who call 
Fairfield home.

Executive Director’s Update



Fairfield Museum Board of Directors and Staff

168   
Adult & Family Programs 

Attended by 

17,496   
People 

A 15% increase from  
2024-25

Museum Staff:

Michael Jehle, Executive Director 
 
Allison Burress, Manager, Museum  
   Rentals and Visitor Services  
Michelle Cheng, Deputy Director  
   for Programs 
Julie Gottlieb, Deputy Director  
   for Operations 
Chelsea Garth, Curator 
Nancy Haberly, Manager,  
   Visitor Services and Museum Shop 
Rachel Hollis, Marketing &  
   Communications Manager 
Diane Lee, Collections Manager 
Elizabeth LoRusso, Bookkeeper 
Walter Matis, Program & Volunteer  
   Coordinator 
Sarah Strong, Development Associate 
Ed Surato, Special Collections Librarian 
Natalie Zaleski, Education Assistant

Weekend and Evening  
Visitor Service Staff: 

Lisa Abbazia 
Maria Abbazia 
Madeleine Biardi 
Beth Cavanaugh  
Felicia Fanning 
Tyler Ingram 
Michael McAleese 
Cassidy Tarczali 
Lauren Van Stone

Summer Camp Staff:

Amelia Radman

Interns and Volunteers  
July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026

Denise Davies 
Felicia Fanning  
Sofia Filardi 
Kurt Grosner 
Suzanne Hawkins 
Gabriella Ligman 
Lauren Lior 
Kasha Pendergrass

		

Board Officers:

Steve Schiffman, President 
Laura Wilson, Vice President 
Jason Mudd, Treasurer  
Susan Bonner, Secretary 

Board Members:

Jim Accomando  
Sandy Bisset  
Edie Blair  
Chris Daley  
Joyce Hergenhan 
Jill Littig  
Monica McGrath  
Tom Mindrum  
Joe Rog  
Patricia Spaght  
Gerald Torres  
John Traynor  
Bill Winget

By the Numbers 
July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026

35,984   
Museum Visitors  

A 6% increase from 2024-25

216   
School Field Trips  
A 60% increase in  

from 2024-25

Attended by 

 4,465   
Students 



New Exhibits and Programs Explored Fairfield’s Vital Role in the Struggle for American Independence

Fairfield in 1776: Revolution & Resilience and the complementary Portraits 
of Fairfield served as the centerpiece exhibitions of the Fairfield Museum’s 
commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. 
The exhibitions were launched at our delightful Gala on the Green, attended by 
more than 200 guests.

Fairfield in 1776 explored the 
fascinating stories behind the town’s 
revolutionary upheaval, when Patriots 
and Loyalists battled for control and the 
community was torn by divided loyalties. 
The American Revolution meant 
different things to different people, and 
through an exploration of the diverse 
perspectives of farmers, merchants, 
women, the enslaved, and others, the 
exhibition revealed the complexities 
behind our nation’s founding.

Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness: The 
Declaration of Independence at 250 was a special, limited 
engagement exhibition that displayed some of the earliest 
printed copies of the Declaration, Constitution, and Bill 
of Rights. A first edition of Thomas Paine’s influential 
pamphlet Common Sense that sparked the Revolution could 
be seen alongside an original copy of Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech, revealing how America’s 
struggle to create an inclusive democracy by and for the 
people remains a work in progress. The Fairfield Museum 
is grateful to Seth Kaller for sharing those rare treasures of 
American history. 



New Exhibits and Programs Explored Fairfield’s Vital Role in the Struggle for American Independence

Portraits of Fairfield, an outdoor exhibition of 16 large photographs 
by Loryne Atoui, accompanied by oral history interviews, celebrated 
the inclusive stories behind today’s multi-faceted community and the 
many cultures that call Fairfield home. Although from many different 
backgrounds, Fairfielders today share a commitment toward building a 
strong and vibrant community. 

Free Admission for 2026 
Thanks to the generous support of 
Fairfield Museum donor John Herzog, 
the Fairfield Museum is offering free 
admission through November 25, 2026. 
We are grateful for John’s support, which 
has enabled the Museum to welcome 
many new visitors.



Taking the Lead in Our Region’s 250th Commemoration 
As part of our commemoration of the 250th, the Fairfield Museum led a partnership 
with the Weston History & Culture Center and the Historical Society of Easton to 
host a sold-out history bus tour of the three towns’ Revolutionary War sites. We also 
collaborated with the New Haven Museum, the Westport Museum for History & 
Culture, and the Norwalk Historical Society to create a new program series exploring 
the 1779 British raids of the Connecticut coast. Visitors enjoyed walking tours, living 
history demonstrations, and special exhibitions during an exciting week of programs.

Revolutionary War Encampment 
& Reenactment 
Over Labor Day weekend, reenactors 
set up camp on the Fairfield 

Museum Commons, giving visitors a fascinating 
glimpse into the life of an 18th-century soldier. 
The sounds of musket fire during skirmishes 
between Continental and British forces were a 
stark reminder that Fairfield was once on the 
front lines of America’s war for independence. 
The reenactment was made possible through a 
partnership with the Town of Fairfield, Fairfield 
Community Services, and Experience Fairfield.

Leading Civics Education 
The Museum’s partnership with the 
City of Bridgeport Lighthouse Program 
to provide free civics education for K-12 
students continues to grow. Over the 
2025-26 school year, 427 students from 20 
Bridgeport schools delved into the history 
of their community and learned how to 
become better citizens while exploring 
Fairfield Museum’s new exhibitions. This 
summer, we also welcomed the Bridgeport 
Youth Club for field trips inspired by our 
exhibition Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness: The Declaration of Independence 
at 250. 144 middle school students 
witnessed early printings of the Declaration 
of Independence alongside other key 
founding documents. Those vital field 
trips were made possible by generous grants 
from the U.S. Department of Education’s 
Civics Education for CT Students Project, 
The Perkin Fund, The Allison Family 
Foundation, and John Herzog.  



October 15, 2026. Reinventing American Democracy 
for the 21st Century. A panel discussion exploring practical 
ways we can build a new, collective commitment to 
democratic citizenship, featuring: Stephen Heintz, President 
Emeritus of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund; CT Secretary of 
State Stephanie Thomas; David McCullough III, co-founder 
and CEO of American Exchange Project; and Fairfield 
University’s Aaron Weinstein, PhD, Assistant Professor of 
Politics. Presented in partnership with Fairfield University’s 
Center for Arts & Minds at the Dolan School of Business 
Event Hall on the campus of Fairfield University. 6 PM.

October 18, 2026. Fall Speaker Series. From Liberty to 
Legacy: Exploring American Ideals in the Musicals 1776 
and Hamilton with Michael Langlois. 1 PM. Explore how 
each musical portrays the Revolutionary era, and discover 
how changing historical contexts shape the way we tell our 
national story.

October 25, 2026. 10th Annual Halloween on the Green 
on the Fairfield Museum Commons. 12–4 PM

November 8, 2026. Fall Speaker Series. Nobody Men: 
Neutrality and Loyalties in the American Revolution 
with Travis Glasson. 1 PM. Follow the stories of the 
overlooked individuals of the Revolutionary era who fell 
between Patriot and Loyalist—highlighting how their 
choices shaped the Atlantic world.

November 13 & 14, 2026. 12th Annual Holiday Pop-Up 
Market, a thoughtfully curated festive marketplace featuring 
handmade goods, original artwork, and unique gifts.  
November 13: 4 – 7 PM; November 14: 10 AM – 4 PM.

November 21, 2026. The opening of our newest 
exhibition, Life with Animals. Animals and humans 
have long shared a deeply intertwined relationship, from 
Indigenous understanding of the natural world, to working 
farm animals, to our love of pets. This intriguing exhibition 
will share rare artifacts from the Fairfield Museum’s 
collection to tell the stories behind our relationship with 
nature, pets, animal mascots, and our evolving love of 
animals.

November 28, 2026. Grand Opening of the Annual 
Holiday Express Model Train Show. 5 – 7 PM 

Visit FairfieldHistory.org to learn more!

Mark Your Calendars for These Not-to-be-Missed Programs



Fairfield Museum and History Center Donors and Members
Fiscal Year 2025 – 2026 
The Fairfield Museum is grateful to the following donors and members who have generously supported our programs, 
exhibitions, and events. List includes gifts made between July 1, 2025 and June 30, 2026.  
$25,000 - $50,000
Anonymous
Joyce Hergenhan*
John Herzog

$10,000 - $24,999
Steven and D’vorah Schiffman*
Bill and Karen Winget*

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Danneel and Jensen Ackles
Edie and Michael Blair*
Susan Bonner and Larry Erdmann*
Kate and Ben Browning* 
Chris and Denise Daley*
Luann Engelman
Frank X. and  
   Mary E. Weny Charitable Trust
Thomas and Maren Hood
Monica and Brian McGrath*
Patricia Spaght*
John and Katie Traynor*
Mr. and Mrs. John Tucker

$2,500 - $4,999
Alida R. Kleban Naples Trust†
John P. and Nancy J. Bassett
Sandra W. Bisset 
James and Christine Cook
Thomas Dardani†
Marc and Michele Flaster
Bruce A. Hubler
Jill and Rip Littig
Tom and Alice Mindrum*
Jason Mudd and Cindy Raney*
Alan and Sylvia Neigher
Alfred U. Pavlis†
Jeffrey and Louis Radler†
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rog*
Paul and Alease Tallman
Harold and Susan Trischman

$1,000 – $2,499
Athena and Daniel Adamson
Cindi Bigelow
Peter and Cindy Burnim
David B. and Amy E. Cole
Driesman Family
Deborah and Philip Dwyer
Jeff Gardner and Nina Andreyev
David R. Hermenze
Mrs. Raphael Hodgson
Ward and Alexa Horton
Ann Jones and Steve Ramsey
Mary Keresey
Dawn and Thomas Kreitler
Marta Jo Lawrence
Joe LeFebvre
Cynthia Locascio
Deborah Ludlow-Eck
Nancy Maulsby
Dr. Elizabeth and Mr. David McKinnis
Edward T. Mohylowski
Andy and Liz Montelli
Bud Morten
Rick and Hetty Nerod
Victor and Deni Nesi
Peter Penczer
James and Katy Rogers
Barbara Thumm
Laura Wilson and Michael Hawken*

$500 – $999
Mark and Mo Abrahamson
Jim and Elinor Biggs
Ronald Blumenfeld and Selina Strong
Jim and Lucy Buggy
John and Sharyn Cannon
Wesley and Melissa Carpenter
Harry K. Cohn
Susan and Peter Evensen

Elizabeth Fath
Margaret Mary Fitzgerald
David and Meade Fogel
Becky Francis
Ann and Jack Franzen
Michael Jehle and Sarah Wetzel
Brian Kelahan and Colleen Connor
Betsy and David Lincoln
Ellen Lubell
Kelly McGovern and Steve Hurst
Capt. Patricia Miller, USN (Ret.)
Geoffrey and Susan Mullen
David and Judy Nessel
Brad and Jane Purcell
Mr. and Mrs. James Rice
Irene and John Santa
Maive F. Scully
Mrs. William B. Seaver
Sidney Silliman
Richard and Virginia Speciale
William and May Vogel
Tom and Cathy Walsh
DeVer G. Warner
James Winget III

$250 – $499
Anonymous
Peter and Sandy Altieri
Aqua-Lawn, Inc.
Christopher Bartlett
Charley and Barbara Beever
Dan and Karen Bennewitz
Jeffrey Berman
Matthew Brien
Rick Brown
Samuel W. Cargill
Dawn Carter
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Cassell
Ann Cathcart
James and Roberta Conroy
Scott and Lisa Craighead †
Richard and Sally Cummings
Doug and Patricia Defauw
Paula Derrow
Grace Maione Del Franco
Maureen Dewan and Stuart C. Belkin
Maryann and Kevin Donovan
David Downie
Trudy Dujardin and Frank Fasanella
Nancie Dupier
Viveca Falkman
Timothy and Elizabeth Finn
Edward F. Gerber
Judith Goldbecker
Kathryn A. Goyette
David and Jessica Harris
Philip and Megan Hogan
Beth and Bill Hollis
Richard and Janet Hoyt
Schuyler Huntoon
Jack and Sally Ijams
Karen Jennings
Nancy Jones
Carol Kagdis
Armen and Dede Keteyian
Joseph and Roberta Krajci
Robert and Bonnie Kreitler
Peter and Carleen Kunkel
Nancy Larsen
Joel and Susan Lichtenstein
Patricia Lohotsky
Mr. and Mrs. Niels Lyng-Olsen *
Malcolm MacKenzie
Debra and Ed Mahony
Cosbie Marable and  
   Katherine Niznansky
Kathy and Russ Mitchell
Doug and Peggy Moore
LouAnn Moore
Phil and Liz Neugebauer
David Nicol and Sean Gannon
Jo-Ann Olsen

James and Donna Orazio
Barbara C. Osborne
Joe and Vivian Palsa
Caroline Pech
Betsy and Dave Perry
Beth Rhame and Christopher Wright
Cynthia and Robert Rhodes
Cynthia and Jeffrey Rubin
Erin and William Russell
H. Melanie Smith
Jennifer T. Smith
Robert and Tanya Smith
Alicia Soto
Patricia Stefan
Timothy and Tracy Stuart
Robert and Anne Svensk
Gerald Torres and Frances Nash*
Gail Usher
Tiffany and Brian Van Elsander
Dirk and Tove Vanderblue
Eugenie Verrillo
Rob and Lindsay Wallace
Donna Waltrip
Stephanie Weaver
Jeff and Alexandra Whitaker
The Wiant Family
Annick Winokur
Peter and Rena Wiswell
Steven and Gail Wolff

$100 – $249
Anonymous†
James Accomando 
Joseph and Laura Amicucci
Stuart and Joyce Anderson
Linda Anthony
Kevin and Alice Atkins
Mr. and Mrs. James Bamford
David Banks
Jan and Theodora Barenholtz
Eric and Lois Baron‡
Mike and Dawn Bayles
William Bodine and Victoria Fingelly
Byron and Lisa Bond
Sandra Timmerman Bonham
Dorothea Brennan
Alison Brown
Douglas Brown and  
   Kathryn Selig Brown
Brune Family
Martin and Alayne Burger
Pam Carter and Steve Louie
Carol Cate
Walter and Jeanette Ciciora
Geraldine Cirella
John Clark
Andrea Clifford
Maureen Coakley
Donna Coble
Cynthia and John Cody
Jane Collen
Ryan and Val Collison
Dino Cotilletta
Kathleen Davis-Groener
Frank De Rita and Megan Anderson
Patricia and John Deely
Marc and Meghan DeLaurentis
Matthew Dever
Peter and Bridgett di Bonaventura
Edward Donnelly
Katherine Downes
Richard and Christine Earls
Douglas Egly
Helene Epifano
Eli and Rebecca Epstein
Judith Ewing
Fairfield Public Library
Virginia Ferrari
Charles and Marty Fleischmann
Kathleen Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Francis
Eileen Francis

Holly and Carl Franquet
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Freedman
Harry and Gloria French
Douglas Frye and Jane Taylor
Harvey Gaberman
Steve and Elizabeth Galpin
Evelyn and William Gertz
Susan Gilgore
Ekaterina Ginzburg
Guy Gleysteen and Mary Hogue
Gail Goldblat
John and Marcy Golden
Kay Goyette
Jennifer Graham
Mary Beth Grasso
Sherry Greer
Dr. Carl and Barbara Gruning
Jane and Peter Guenther
Lori Hashizume and Douglas Fried
Arnold and Adair Heitmann
Melissa Held
William Herbert and Susan Graham
J.R. and Erin Hermann
Cindy Herrington
Robert and Paula Herzlinger
The Christopher Heyn Family
Joyce and Robert Hobbie
Anne R. Jackson
Susanna and Steve Jalkut
Peter Jennings
Russ Jennings
Sally Jennings
Grace Joergensen
John Kauffman and Sharon Sanford
Matthew and Rachel Kelley
Abby Kilday
Patricia King
Andrea Kinucan
Tom and Christy Klouman
Michael and Elizabeth Kopp
Roberta and Joseph Krajci
Shelley Kreiger
Charles and Dorothy Lay
Charlotte Lee
Sylvia G. Leiss
Haitong Li
Robert and Inez Liftig
Frank Lin
Christine Ludwiczak
Dave and Peggy Mahder
Elaine McCorry
Patrick and Carol McCullough
Kathleen McPadden
John Meola
Chana Mesberg and Harold Grossman
Paul and Judith Meyer
Bruce Minoff
Jim and Caryl Mitsch
Michele and Dominick Modugno
Katherine Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moore
Janet and Peter Mott
Cathy Mulrenan
Barbara Nash
Sandra-Ann and Charles Nolfo
Peg and Nelson North
Jeff O’Brien
Laura O’Brien
Peter and Alex Oldershaw
Amy O’Shea
Deborah and Jeffrey Owens
Joan and Steven Panagos
Robert and Maria Panza
Katrina Pappas
James and Terri Pasquarelli
Lou Patrick
Giles and Lucia Payne
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Pesce
Alan and Sue Peterson
Norma and Donald Peterson
Richard and Anne Pol
Peter and Kaitlin Poole

Joe and Marta Pozarlik
David and Judy Pressler
Nora Ann Price
Linda and Ray Quinlan
Susan Radel
Susan Ransden
Gloria Redlener
Joe and Jeanne Reed
Rose Mary and Gerald Reidy
Charlie and Janet Rhudy
Gene and Leslie Riccio
Nina Riccio
Peter and Kristin Robinson
Polly Roessler
Jeff and Debby Rogart
Marie Sabo
Frederick and Elizabeth Schaefer
Elise Schepeler
Brian and Liz Schwinn
Kayla Seely
Robert and Gail Seirup
Susanne Settineri
Janice Shackett
Andrea and Andrew Shantz
Chris and Amanda Shea
Walter and Barbara Siemon
David Simpson
Christopher and Mimi Smith
Ford and Mary-Jo Smith
Hugh and Sally Smith
Joseph and Janice Sopata
Robert Spremulli and Linda Gray
Cornell Staeger
Thomas and Kathleen Steinke
Donald Stevens
Alloe Stokes
Elizabeth Sweeney
Mr. and Mrs. David Sylvestro
Thomas Taylor
Linda Teja
Jonathan Tolins
Tim and Beth Toy
Catherine Tymniak
Linda Vaughan
John Venezia
Betsy Vitton
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Vitulano
John Walker Family
David and Ann Ward
Dr. Jeffrey Warren
Lisa Washburn
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Watkins
Robert Webber and  
   Mary Filipelli-Webber
Mark and Nina Weisser
Catie White
Pat White
Laura and Packer Wilbur
John Robert and Kendra Williamson
Lauren Winter
William Wong
Sherry Zhou
Sean Ziegler

Under $100
Anonymous
Gwen and Parker Ackley
Robert and Jody Allen
Kathy Alvites
Mea Anderson
Tony and Barbara Andrade
Patricia and Harry Audley
Mr. and Mrs. William Auer
Kevin and Amanda Avery
Michael and Alison Barry
Mr. Harlan Bass and  
   Mrs. Susan Smith Bass
Elizabeth Bassett
Jennifer Bebon and Ted Eyes
Tom Belden
Cynthia Bell and Alvaro Moreno
Regina and John Berardino

* Fairfield Museum board member, July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026, † Gift made in memory of Marcia Saft, ‡ Gift made in honor of Alan and Sylvia Neigher



Richard and Ellen Bernstein
Philip Blagys
Wendy Bloch‡
Steve Bogan
Barrett Bollinger
Elizabeth and Don Boyce
Michael and Elizabeth Brennan
Christine and Derek Browe
Dawn Brown
Dean and Linda Builter
Rebecca and Douglas Bunnell
Morris Burr
Elizabeth Cahill
Zoe Carona
Gail and Ron Carroll
Kate Carroll
Linda Chandler
Margaret Chandler
Robert and Judith Chessin
Helen Cihi
Jeffrey and Lisa Clair
Pamela Clark
Mary Ellen Clifton
Jane Collins
Jennifer and James Connell
Drew Coyne
Kim and Tommy Craig
Janice Curry
Lynn Davies
Coleman and Katrina Davis
Richard and Helaine Davis
Trubee Davison
Heidi and Paul DeGenaro
Katharine DeLong
Michael Denamur and Karla Ray
Nanette DeWester
Michael Dirende and  
   Rosemarie Barretta
Michael Dishey
Karen and Richard Dmochowski
Dianne Dudas
Michael and Charlotte Dyslin
Alice Eckerson
Jason and Alexandra Elg
James and Katherine Entwistle
Margaret and Paul Essex
Scott Ettl
Curtis Farr
James Fenton
Jan Fisher
Phyllis Fitzpatrick
Alice and Mary Flanagan
Thomas and Joyce Flynn
Diana and Curtis Fournier
Christopher Fray
Joe and Lin Garni
Kathryn Garre-Ayars
Patty Gelineau
David Gibson
Judith Gilmore
Robyn Goldman
Wayne Goldman
Jim Golias
Bob and Alice Gorman
Patricia Goyette
Laura Granstedt
Don and Annette Grau
Inger Grigholm
Robin Griskus
Harold Grossman
Laurie Grunebaum
Carol Guastelle
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hagan
Mary Ellen Hagedus
Nancy Hammett
Laura Hanley
Deborah Hanna
Rita and Robert Hannafin
Donna Hannay
Barbara and James Harman
Sharol and Michael Harwood
Suzanne Hawkins

Michael and Debbie Held
Philip and Joyelle Hood
Michael and Jill Hooper
Barbara Hudetz
Cecilia R. Hudzik
Vanessa Hurta
Rebecca Huselid
Bridget and Zach Hussain
Patricia Jacobson
Holly Jardine
Christine Jewell
Patricia Johnson
Timothy Johnson
Lee and Carolyn Kamlet
Jonathan Kaufman
Kelli Kearns
Sarah Keenan
John and Patricia Kirmayer
MaryJo Koeck
Cherril Kolesik
Roberta Kunath
Ellen Green Kuroghlian
Connie and Paul Kuznekoff
David Lake
Michael and Marigrace Lalli
Alice M. Lamberson
Lynne Laukhuf
Debra Lavalle
Joanne LaVista
Katie Lawrence
Katherine Lea
Melissa Lee
Beverly Lichter
Kathleen Liles and Susan Ball
Joan Lindquist
Joseph and Janet Litterer
David Lubarsky
Franklyn MacLean
Robert and Lynn Madar
Luise Mann
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Maresca
Kelly Marino
Lisa Marshalko
Irina Matcas
Joseph Mauro
Michele Mays
Mary McCutcheon
Kevin and Neysa McDonald
Dawn McLevy
Margaret McMann
Kathleen and Steve McNamara
Lydia Menendez
Betty Mercurio
Marc and Andrea Metzner
Kelsey and Ethan Meyer
John Mihalec
Joyce and Jim Miller
Ruth Eddy Minot
Nicholas and Diane Mirabile
Chris and Jeanine Monteiro
Michael and Deirdre Moore
Jason Morrow
Mr. James Muir
Arlene Murphy
Gloria Murphy
Kenneth and Ginny Murphy
Suzanne Murray
Katherine Nassef
Kathleen Nolte
Renee and Ron Noren
Elizabeth Oderwald
Tom and Ryan Odinak
Eileen Ohara
Deborah O’Hara
Cornelia Olsen
Bill O’Neal
Daniel Orazio
James Orrico
Theodore Ostrowski
Christy Ottaviano and Kevin Ohe
Robert Ouimette and Lee Hirsch
Michael and Jennifer Palumberi

Amelia Panico
Jonathan and Kaitlyn Patrick
Sofia Pendley
Laraine Petersen
Ellen Powers
Virginia and John Rabacs
Peter and Pamela Rausch
Lois Ravage-Mass
Joseph Reed
Jeffrey Richards
Riegel Restoration
H. Guy Ritch
Wayne and Judith Ritchie
Patricia Rock
Stephen Rolandi and Pilar Gorordo
Lynn Rollins
Jonathan Roper and Linda Feczko
Amy Rosenberg
Kelle and Jeff Ruden
David Rutigliano
Virginia V. Sanford
Thomas Sansone
Elyse Santucci
Dianne Saunders
Catherine Scarnuley-Rado
Glenn Scheuer
Michael and Phyllis Schmerbeck
Joan E. Sclare
Robert and Harriet Selverstone
Annie Serlin
Joanne Shonfeld
Nancy and Charley Shor
Barbara Siegenfeld
Robert and Alyssa Stack
Mark Staples
Alexandra Stark
Jonathan Stock
Ann and Grove Stoddard
Rodger Stolpen
Richard and Mary Stone
Andrew Strauss and Lauren Fisher
Linda Strohmeyer
Paddie Sullivan
Diane Sweeney
Mary Tetro
Maddie Theodore
Jacquelyn Thunfors
Jennifer and Blake Titrud
Michelle and Craig Tomarkin
Louise Tortora
Vita Toscano
Michael Turin
Beverly Tyler
Bill and Mary Jane Valus
Alexia and Jansen Van Arsdale
Doug and Catharine Van Tornhout
Roger Van Voorhees and  
   Enid Hatton
Kathleen Veenker
Robin Wakeman
Allen and Maureen Wallace
Christine Walsh and John Toal
Denise and Steven Walsh
Wendy Walter
Leigh Warner
Rita Waterman
Kimberly Weigle
Joan and Marshall Weiss
Steven Weiss
Anthony Wellman
Bob and Deanna Whittredge
Marilyn E. Wiegman
Katherine Wilber
Francine and Les Wilder
Bruce Williams
Nancy Winship
Victoria Wylie
Clay and Melissa Zambo
Susan Zeidell
Elizabeth Zezima

Foundations, Granting 
Agencies, and Businesses 
Fairfield Museum thanks the following 
foundations, granting agencies, and businesses 
for their generous support of our exhibitions 
and community programs.

Adventure Park at The Discovery Museum
The Allison Family Foundation
Bank of America
Bankwell
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Bricks & Minifigs, Fairfield
Brody Wilkinson, PC
Cambridge Trust – Eastern Bank
Cardio Kick
Charles Schwab & Co.
Children’s Art Classes – Fairfield
Christian I. & Hilma A. Gravesen Memorial Fund
Cindy Raney & Team
Civics Education for Connecticut Students Project
Community Development Block Grant
Connecticut Arts Endowment Fund
CT Humanities
The David & Eunice Bigelow Foundation, Inc.
Denise Walsh & Partners, LLC
D’Valda & Sirico Dance & Music
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
The Ernest and Joan Trefz Family Foundation
Fairfield County’s Community Foundation
Fairfield Garden Club
Fairfield Rotary Club
Fairfield University
The Fairfield University Store
Fidelity Charitable
The Goddard School
Graham Hunter Foundation, Inc.
GWM Family Fund
Hatfield Insurance Agency, Inc.
Hunt Ridge Montessori School
Huntington Learning Center
JoyVel Charitable Fund
Junkluggers of Fairfield & Westchester Counties
Knights Of Columbus Council 2616
Leimkuhler Family Charitable Fund
Lesko Funeral Home
M&T Charitable Foundation
Minitown Café & Play
Moneco Advisors
Music Together of Fairfield County
My Gym Fairfield
National Charity League – Fairfield, CT Chapter
Oak Lawn Cemetery & Arboretum
The Percy, Edna and Edward E. Harrison Fund
The Perkin Fund
Pledgeling Foundation
Russell Insurance
Russo & Rizio, LLC
Scholars & Athletes Serving Others (Fairfield)
The Shack Sackler Foundation
Southport Area Association, Inc.
The Steve and Diane Parrish Foundation
Sturges Ridge of Fairfield – Benchmark Senior Living
The Thomas and Jeanne Elmezzi Private Foundation
Village Pediatrics
Yale New Haven Health



Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Financial Overview  
To view our financial statements, visit: www.fairfieldhistory.org/support

Where our  
funding  

came from

What it  
paid for

Town of Fairfield 7%

Endowment Income 28%

Earned Income 17%

Museum Programs and 
Community Services 78%

Grants and Foundations 13%

Administration 13%

Fundraising 9%

Contributed Income 35%



Thank You to Our Business Sponsors!
of the 250th Commemoration of the Declaration of Independence

Premier Sponsors

Exhibit & Program Title Sponsors

Sponsors

Additional Support for the 250th Provided By:

Children’s Art Classes 
Denise Walsh & Partners, LLC 
Fairfield Rotary Club 
Fairfield University Center for Arts & Minds

Junkluggers of Fairfield & Westchester Counties 
Knights Of Columbus Council 2616 
Lesko Funeral Home 
SDSS Martial Arts of Fairfield

Adventure Park at The Discovery Museum 
Bricks & Minifigs, Fairfield 
Cardio Kick 
D’Valda & Sirico Dance & Music 
Fairfield University Store 
The Goddard School 

Huntington Learning Center 
Hunt Ridge Montessori School 
Minitown Café & Play 
Music Together of Fairfield County 
My Gym Fairfield 
Village Pediatrics

Bartlett Tree Experts 
Digital Chameleon

Forger-Kunkel Plumbing & Heating LLC 
Hatfield Insurance 
Kleban Properties

2025 Halloween on the Green Sponsors

2025 Halloween on the Green Business Supporters

With Additional Thanks to:



Get Social with Us!

Keep up with all of the exciting things happening 
at the Fairfield Museum! Sign up for our weekly 
e-newsletter at fairfieldhistory.org and follow  
us on social: 

Facebook: @FairfieldMuseum

Instagram: @fairfieldmuseumhistorycenter

YouTube: @FairfieldMuseumandHistoryCenter

LinkedIn: @Fairfield-Museum

Donate with Confidence! 
Year after year, Fairfield Museum  
is consistently awarded top marks  
by charity watchdogs for its efficient 
use of donor contributions, 
including Charity Navigator’s highest 
4-star rating and Guidestar’s 
Platinum distinction. You can be 
certain that your gift will directly 
support our award-winning  
educational programs. 

2025

Detail from the new Burning of Fairfield 
mural now on display in the Museum’s 
Creating Community exhibit. The  
8' x 20' mural was painted by Harley 
Bartlett and generously donated by 
Joyce Hergenhan.


